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Madam, ___ 
=; E honeſt Plainneſs, and Truth of the \ \5N 
following Diſcourſe found ſuch acceptance 
with the Relations and Friends, of that Excel. >. 
lent Perſon, whoſe immature and much lamented aqgyi** 
Death, was the ſad Occaſion of it, That They maids 
have prevail d with me t0 make it more publick, 
than I at firſt intended : Believing it would be as 
acceptable to your Ladyſhip in the Reading, as 
it was to them, when they heard it. I wes the 
more willing to comply with their Deſire, not 
it might be a publick acknowledment, 
aft Obligation to Tour Family, and to 
hip in particular, for Tour many creat 
and laſting Favours towards me, but becauſe 1} 
am ſenſible the Subjef is ſuch, as will recommend 
it to Tour Favour. Tour Ladyſhip was a Witneſs, 
and a Lover of the many great Vertues of Tour 


Dear and Excellent Friend. Her affeflionate 
care 


—_—_— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
care and concery for Tour Good, the $ incerity of 
her Friendſhip, the Piety and” Prudence of her 
Counſels," the great Uſefulneſs and Advantgge of 
her Example,at ſuch a time, when you flood moſt 
in need of it, by the otherwiſe irreparable loſs, 
of Your truly Pious, and moſt tenderly Aﬀetio- 
nate Mother, had defervedly endear d her to You: 
and I perſwade my ſelf, juſt Allowances being 
made, for the difference of Your reſpefiive Condi- 
tion an Circumſtances, Tou will always imitate, 
whatſoever was Excellent, Amiable, and Praiſe- 
worthy in Her. T his will recommend Tou to the 
efteem of ſuch as are Wiſe and Good: Hereby Tou 
will be an Ornament to Your Own Family, and 
add a Lufire to That, into which, by the ſucceſs- 
ful Care, and Endeguours of Tour Dear deceaſed 
Friend, Tou are ſo happily tranſplanted. If what 
I now offer, may contribute any thing towards ſo 
preat and good an End, it will be the greateſt 
acceſſion, to all the other Favours Tou have 
ſhewn to, Ty —_ 


Madam, 
Your Ladyſhips Moſt Obliged, 
and Obcdient Servant. 


W. MILNER 
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$ Rev. 14. 13: 


Þ heard” 4 voice| from Heaven, ſaying unto me. Write 
Bleſſed are Dead which die jor Lord, from hence- 
forth: Wea; ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt from 
_ their labonts ;, and their works do follow them. 

; V the foregonig parts of the Chapter, will 

5 ſee great reaſon to conclude, that in their 

Signal and Pri intention they were deliver'd by 
he Bleſſed Spirit,. 8 by him commanded to be written 

x the ſupport atid comfort of th@Church, under that 
gevere P tion which ſhould befall it. But ſince the 

Viſdom and Piety of our own Church, has thought fit 
Kitiſert the Words into her Office for the Burial of the 
"I I ſhall at this time conſider them in a greater Lati- 
de, as of general uſe to the Church of God in all Ages, 
1d under all circumſtances, holding forth this great and 


CONt- 


Pf Hoſoever ſhall confider theſe words in 
their more immediate Connexion with 


YT 
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comfortable Truth ; Viz. That all Good Chriſtians 

mediately upon their diſſolution, or departure out of thiks 
Life are in a bleſſed or happy condition. A Truth whi@ 
deſerves our more ſcrious and attentrweggard and ta- 
tion, becauſe deliver'd by an audible Voice from Heavelz 
expreſsly commanded to be written, and confirm'd by the 
ſolemn aſſeveration of the Spirit. And therefore for the 
more diſtin and profitable handling of the Words, give 
me leave to exerciſe your Meditation and Patience upon: 
theſe following things. | 

x. Let me inquire what it 1sto die in the Lord ? 

2. In what reſpe&, or upon what accounts ſuch as die 
in the Lord, are pronounc'd Bleſſed. 

3. Let me touch at the time from whence their Blef- 
ſedneſs commences: And then I ſhall apply the whole for 
the direting our Practice, and-in particular to Temper 
and alleviate our grief upon the Mournful occaſion of © 
preſent meeting together. And, 

r. Let me inquire what it is to die in the Lord: And 
this will be diſpatch'd in a few words. Now tho' thi 
Phraſe to die in the Lord, if confider'd with refpet 
the particular occaſion of the Words, may -fignhe only 
to die for the Lord, z. e. for his ſake, and in his cauſe; 
and ſo may relate to the caſe of ſuch who ſuffer Martyr 
dom for the fake of Chriſt ; Yet, I doubt not, but in 
more general and ultimate ſenſe of the Words, tout. 
the Lord, is the ſame, as to die in the Faith, and Fear 
and Favour of God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he has ſent 
To die Chriſtians: Chriſtians both in Faith and Praftice 
adhering to God through Jeſus Chriſt, by an Unifo 
and Conſtant Obedience to his Will, and a ſtedfaſt Faith 
and Hope of Redemption and Salvation by him. Far i 
to be in Chriſt, and to be alive to God through Jeſus. by i 


and to live to him who died for us, and roſe again, are firm 


> 
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| | array denoting the ſincere Belief and Practice of Chri- 
= 1ſtianity, and the Participation of the Grace and Priviled- 
Kos of the Goſpel in conſequence of ſuch Faith and Pra- 
Etice, I think, their can be no reaſon to doubt, but that 
theſe Phraſes, of Sleeping in Chriſt and Dying in the Lord, 
mult likewiſe be underſtood in the ſame ſenſe, fo as to 
imply our Perſeverance in ſuch Belief and Praftice to our 
livesend. And Blefled are they who thus die in the 
Lord; continuing ſtedfaſt, without wavering, even to 
the end, in all holy Faith, and Obedience. Which leads 
die me to the Second thing I am to account for, V:z. 

| 2. To inquire in what reſpect, and upon what accounts, 
le they who lie in the Lord are pronounc'd Blefled : Or in 
for other words to point at the Nature of that Blefſedneſs 
which Holy Souls enjoy in their ſtate of Separation from 


_—.. 
S, 


their Bodies. But before I enter upon this, permit me to 
premiſe a few things. 

\nd 1. That as yet we are very much in the dark as to our 

thi future State: I do not mean as to the certainty of fuch a 


State, for Life and Immortality is brought to light thro 
the Goſpel. But we are left to uncertainties, as to the 
diſtin& nature, and compleat degrees and meaſures of its 
Happineſs. And, 

2. We have juſt reaſon to believe, that the Bleſſedneſs 


pet in Holy Spirits in their State of Separation, 1s leſs 


_ in Quality and Degree, than it will be at the Re- 


{urre&ion, - when their Souls and Bodies ſhall be reunited 


"2 . bythe moſt intimate Vital Union : But neverthelels, there 
"© is<cnough reveal'd concerning their preſent Happinels, to 
| convince us, that 'tis very great, far beyond any of the 
x - tranſitory, mixt, periſhing Pleaſures of this Life; enough 


- © engage good Men to aſpire and pant after it, at leaſt 
to ww them neither afraid, nor unwilling to die. And, 

3- Laſtly, 1 add, That whatſoever we know concern- 
| "_—_ 
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ing this matter is principally, if not wholly owing to Re- 
velation : and therefore it becomes none of us, to pretend 
to be wiſe above what 15 written, We ſhould not exer- 
ciſe our ſelves, with curious,/perplex'd , and uſcleſs ijn- 
quiries, but reſt contented with what we find plainly de- 
Iiver'd in Holy Scripture, ſtriving always ſo to order our 
whole Converſations, as that we may be found worthy 
to be receiv'd, when we depart hence, into thoſe Manj- 
ons, our Bleſſed Lord is gone before to prepare for us. Theſe 
things being thus premis'd, let us proceed to conſider 
wherein the Text has plac'd the Bleiſedneſs of departed 
Holy Spirits. Now this it tells us lies in theſe two things. 
They are Bleſſed ; 

1. Becauſe they reſt from their Labours. 

2. B:canſe their works follow, or accompany them into 
their future State. The meaning and importance of which 
things muſt be the ſubject of the following Diſcourſe. « 

1. They are Bleſfed in that they reſt from their Labours. 
i, e. They are compleatly deliver'd from all the Troubles 
and Sorrows, all the Evils and Calamities, Infirmities and 
Miſeries of this frail, Mortal State : I fay, all, which ei- 
ther have their Foundation 1n the very texture and con- 
ſtitution of the Human Body, or proceed from the Folly 
and Frenzie, the Envy or Malice of Others. In this Vale 
of Tears and Miſery Good Men, as well as others, are lia- 
ble to Pain and Sickneſs, to Difficulties and Dangers;wa. 
Poverty, Reproach and Perſecution, and all the fad ef- 
fects of their own 1nfirm crazie Bodies, and the inordi- 
nate Appetites and Paſſions of others. Nay, the Sons of 
Violence too often make them the Marks of their Diſplea- 
fure and Vengeance, for no other reaſon, but becauſe 
their Works are Righteous. - And is it not a bleſſed thin 
to be deliver'd from ſuch a deplorable and wretched State: 
Why this is the happy ſtate of ſuch who die in the _ 

hey 
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They are fafe out of the reach of all theſe their Ene- 
mies. No Smart or Anguiſh can afflict them: No Wrath 
or Malice overtake them. To allude to that of Moſes 
concerning the Eeyptians.,, when good Men ſhall have Exod. 14- 
once paſt through this Red-Sea, they may ſtand (till up- '3 hy 
on the Shore, and look back with Pleaſure and Triumph —_— 
upon all theſe their Enennes, ſaying we ſhall ſee them a- 
gain no more for ever. As Job has 1t, Chap. 3. v. 18. 19. + & 
the grave the Wicked ceaſe from troubling, and there the AZ 
weary are at reſt ; There the Priſoners reſt together, they hear 
not the voice of the Oppreſſor, the ſmall and great are there, 
| [upon the ſame level, none greater than other] and the 
ſervant is free from his maſter. So that the words of Solo- 
20n, if underſtood with reference to departed Saints are 
ſtrictly true. That the, day of a mans death, is better than gx, 7. 
the day of his birth : The day of his Birth being the be-1. 
ginning of a life, attended with continual Care and Sor- 
row, the day of his Death, being his Birth-day into a 
Bleſſed Immortal Life of uninterrupted Peace and Pleaſure. 
This for the Firſt. | 
2. The Second thing wherein the Text places the Bleſ- 
ſedneſs of thoſe who die in the Lord is this ; They are 
bleſſed becauſe their Works accompany, or follow them. 
By which we are to underſtand theſe Two things. 


© \ 


I. The Grateful and Pleaſant Remembrance. 
II. The Glorious and happy Fruits and Effects, or the 
Reward of their Good Works follows them. 


rt. The Grateful Remembrance of their good Works 
follows them. Now that this is a real Foundation and 
Ground of Peace and Blefſedneſs to Holy Spirits in 
their ſtate of ſeparation from their Bodies, may be rea- 
ſonably inferr'd from the Conſideration of our _ 
B 2 W 
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how it is with us here in our ſtate of Diſcipline and Trial, 
For if good Men reflecting = the courle of their paſt 
Lives, and finding that they have behav'd themſelves pi- 
ouſly with regard to God, and Inoffenſtvely and Charita- 
bly towards Men ; do from this Teſtimony of their Con- 
{crences receive a very ſenſible and inward Pleaſure, a 
Pleaſure greater than the World can give, which none can 
comprehend but fuch as have felt it : What an Unſpeak- 
able, Tranſporting, Inconceiveable Pleaſure, may we rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe will ſpring up in departed Holy Souls, 
when all the good Works of their whole Lives ſhall be 
had in remembrance, and ſet in order before them, and 
repreſented at one view with greater force and advantage 
than we can ſuppoſe they are 1n this Earthly State? How 
will ſuch Bleſſed Spirits, upon ſuch recollection even melt 
away, and be diffolv'd and ſwallow'd up in the greateft 
Tranſpcrts and higheſt Extaſies of Complacency and 
Delight ! -t 
2. The Fruits and Effedts, or Reward of their good 
Works accompanies or follows them into their future 
State. ButBlefled God ! What Tongue can deſcribe, what 
Heart conceive the good things which thou haſt prepared for 
all thoſe who Dic in thy Fear and Favour ! Tis mmpoſ- 
fible for us fully to repreſent the Happinefs and Glory of 
the Saints in their future State : yet, to excite our Love 
to God, and to quicken onr defires after the Enjoyment. - 
of Him, it can neither be uſeleſs, nor unſealonable to 
point'at ſome few things which are the happy Efftedts and 
Reward of the Good Works of Holy Men in the other 
Lite. And therefore, | 
I. Good Men are compleatly delrver'd ' from Sin, as 
well as forrow'and Trouble. They are no longer liable 
to Temptatien or Danger, from-any of ' the Enemies of 
God's Glory and their own Salvation. Whilſt m—r— 
cre 
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3 Here upon Earth, the Devil and his Agents, lie in wait 
5 to Eninare them, and even their own Fleſh, which en- 
| compaſſes them about, follicits them to a multitude of 
Sins and Follies. They datly find a Law iz their Members, 
warring againſt the Law of their Minds, the Fleſh luſting 
againſt tbe Spirit, the Animal and Carnal, ſtrugling with 
the Rational and Spiritual Powers; which Conflict, is the 
ground and occalion of much Dejefction and Diſquietneſs 
of Soul, filling even good Men with many Miſgivings, 
and Fears, .and Perplexities concerning their preſent Sin- 
ccrity,and future Happineſs. How in the bitterneſs of their 
Souls do they lament their evil Propentfities and Inclina- 
tions,their Slips and Failings,their Miſtakes,and ſometumes 
more notorious CranſyreſGons ? They find no reſt by rea- 
ſon of their Spiritual Enemies, and their Hearts too often fail 
them. But 1t 1s not thus with the Dead, with them who 
Die in the Lord. He that is once entred into his Reſt, yep. 4.ts. 
ceaſes from his own Works, the works of Sin and the Fleſh. Rom. 6. 7., 
He that is dead is freed from Sin : from the fear and dan- 
ger, and poſhibility of offending God : No ſubtile mali- 
cious Serpent can infinuate himſclf into.the-Paradiſe of 
Holy Souls ; this Earth 1s: the Scene of Satans Temptation, 
and the place of Tryal. Or,if we may ſuppoſe that the Evil 
Spirit ſhould creep in amongſt them; yet, he will find no- 
thing in them, ſo as [to fix a Temptation upon them : 
For rk delivered from the burden of the Fleſh, from 
the Body of this Death, as the Apoſtle calls it, all thoſe 
ſparks of a corrupt Nature, which fo eaſily took fire here, 
are for ever extinguiſh'd, that Root of Bitterneſs is pluck'd 
up,” and can never ſpring again into any rebellious Inclj- 
nations or Afﬀtions: Now, how great a Happinels this is, 
can be -throughly underſtood by none. but ſuch as have 
-dnly conſidered the Malignaty and Demerzt of.Sin,, or. felt 
-the Sad and: Dilmal Effects of it in a Wounded Conſcionge 
e 
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The Saints doubtleſs will look upon this as the moſt In- 
eſtimable Priviledge ; as that, without which 'tis impoſ- 
ſible to be Eaſie or Happy. How will they Rejoyce and 
Triumph when they ſhall find in themſelves no Diſpoſi- 
tion at all to the leaſt Evil, no poſlibility of ever incurr- 
ing the Guilt of it ! 

2. As the Bleſſed Spirits will find in themſelves a total 
freedom from all Sin, ſo they will be abſolutely and per- 
fetly determin'd to every thing that is beſt, always 
chooſing, approving, and delighting in that which is 
Good. They will tind themſelves entr'd upon a State of 
Divine Contemplation, Love, and Imitation, being whol- 
ly taken up in Adoring the Infinite Pertections of the Di- 
vine Nature, and will be furprizd at thoſe Great and 
Marvellous Things which God has done for them: They 
will Obey with Vigor, and Praiſe with Chearfulneſs, and 
Love without Meafure, and Truſt without Diſpondency, 
and Fear without Torment; and all this without any Re- 
luctance, Wearineſs, or Intermiſſion : In a word, they 
will perceive a Divine Nature wrought in themſelves, 
that they are like God in point of Purity as well, as Im- 
mortality : And how Bleſſed, how Infinitely Bleſſed are 
they who are in ſuch a State ! 

3- Another great and Eſſential Ingredient of the Hap- 
pinels of the Saints departed 1s this, That they are enter'd 
into a State of perfect Peace and Friendſhip: They are -. 
admitted into the Society of Saints and Angels, where 
there is no fear, or poſſibility of any future Diſcord and 
Contention : Where there 1s no Selfiſhneſs or Envy, no 
contrary Humours, or divided Intereſts; but all of them 
Love God above all, and every one loves cach other as 
himſelf. 'Tis the ſence of mutual Friendſhip, which 
makes this World a tolerable Habitation ; and 'tis the 
ſence of univerſal immutable Friendſhip which will ren- 
der 
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der that other World a State of Incomparable Pleaſure and 
Bleſſedneſs. But, 

4- Another Fruit, or Effe& of good Works in reſpe&t 
of Holy Souls, in their ſtate of ſeparation from their Bo- 
dies, may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be HOPE [| Which I 
the rather mention, becauſe it was the Opinion of many 
Ancient Fathers of the Church, and is ſince receiv'd by 
Proteſtants of Eminence and Worth + ] By which, they + v. Lu. 
did not underſtand ſuch a Hope, as Men have here upon Capel. «e 
Earth: a Hope which cbbs and flows, a fluctuating, wa- 40mm” 
vering, incon(tant Hope ; founded upon uncertain Opi- tem. 
nion, and probable Conjectures, mixt with fear and dif- 
fhdence, atterded with impatience, diſcontent and wet- 
rincſs. No, The Hope of the Saints departed this Life, 

IS a firin, ſecure, unſhaken, 1mmutable, certain Hope ; 
without any mixture of ſuſpicion, murmuring or fear of 
Diſappointment, founded in much clearer Apprehenfſions, 
and larger Communications of God's Love and Favour to 
them, and affurance of their love to Him, than are e1- 
ther vouchſat'd, or are attainable in this frail Mortal State. 
The Principal Objcct of which Hope, cr the thing hop'd 
tor, They ſuppcſed, to be the Reſurreftion of the Body 
at the Laſt Day, when they ſhould be admitted to the 
Beatifick Viſion, in the Higheſt Heaven, the place of the 
more immediate Reſidence cf the Divine Majeſty and 
Glory : where they ſhould behold God and Chriſt, not 
xo ooTooixy as ſome of them ſpeak, as in a Viſion, or 
through a Cloud at a diſtance, but face to face, as he js, re- 
cciving the fulleſt Communications of Ins Love and Glo- 
ry. And this they collected from all thoſe paſſages of 
Holy Scripture, which ſpeak of the Great and Final Day 
of Judgment, as the Greateſt and Joyful Day, tbe i Fd 
Mercy and Forgiveneſs, Reſt and Refreſhing, Joy and Glad- 
meſs, Redemption and Salvation, Rewards and Fo 
n 
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1 Pet. 1. 
3, 4+ 


And indeed, tho' there be no doubt, that the Saints reſt 
in Hope of a Glorious Reſurrection, and an Inmortal 


Crown, and though from ſuch Texts, it may with great 


probability be inferr'd, That the Happineſs of departed 
Souls is but initial and partial, and leſs perfect than 1t will 
be at the Reſurrection, and after the Final Judgment, 
when they ſhall be Cloathed npor with their Heavenly Houſe, 
Bodies faſhioned like to Chrift's moſt Glorious Body, Yet, 
with ſubmiſſion, I conceive, ſuch paſſages do not neceſ- 
farily prove, that the Spirits of Juſt Men, are not imme- 
diately admitted into Heaven, as 1t imports not only a 
State, but a place of Magnificence and Tranſcendent Glo- 
ry, But ſuppoſe this alone ſhould be the principal part of 
their Blefſedneſs, yet even this in the account of every 
we Man will appear very great, ſuch as exadts our beſt 

re and Endeavours to attain to it. To reſt in Hope, 
a Hope which cannot be diſappointed of a Glorious Re- 
farrection to an Immortal Crown : To have as it were, 
the Gliſtering Morning Rays of that Blefled Day, breaking 
in upon them, and to have the proſpect of that Bright 
Eternal Crown, which at that Day ſhall be ſet upon their 
Heads, repreſented to them; wall fill the Bleſled Spirits 
with preſent Exultancie, and Inceſfant Triumph, cauſing 
them to break out into Halelujahs and Songs of Praiſe to 
the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who accord- 
ing to his abundant mercy hath begotten them again to a live- ” 
ly Hope, by the ReſurreFion of Teſws Chriſt from the dead, 
to an inheritance mcorruptable, and undefiled, that fadeth 
rot away, reſeru'd in Heaven for then. 

5. Laſtly, The Works of good Men do fo follow, or 
accompany them into'their Future State, as through the 
Mercy of God in Chriſt, to procure them an immediate 
Admittance mto Heaven, the Palace of the Great King of 7 
the World, a Pace of Unſpeakable Mafefty and Glory, 7 
Solace © 
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Solace and Delight, where they are made to Drink of 

thoſe Rivers of Pleaſure which are at God's Right Hand 

for evermore. And in this, I think, I ſpeak agreeably 

to the tenor of Holy Scripture, the more general belief 

of the Antient, and the {nk of the beſt Reform'd Pro- 

teſtant Churches, our own Church in particular, which 

has expreſly taught us, That F,Death delivering ws from our + V. Hom. 
Bodies, ſends us ſtraight home into our Country, and makes gy 
ws to dwell preſently with God for ever, in Everlaſting _ nr mae 
and Quietneſs. And again, * As the Scripture teaches, let * V. Hom. 
ws think, that the Soul of Man paſſing out of the Body, goeth* Pray: 
ſtraitway either to Heaven or elſe to Hell : Which Dodtrin 

is grounded upon ſeveral paſlages of the Apoſtle St. Pal, 

the Parable of Lazarus, and the example of the Penitent 

Theif upon the Croſs. But this leads me to the laſt thing 

I propos'd, v3z. 

3. To touch at the time from whence the Bleſſedneſs 

of good Men commences: and in this I have already in 

great meaſure prevented my felf, and therefore ſhall be 
very ſhort upon it. I doubt not therefore, in a word, 
to affirm that it begins immediately after the diſſolution 
of Soul and Body. Which whether it nay be juſtly in- 
fer'd from the particular force of the Greek word «mv: 
which we tranſlate henceforth, I ſhall not now difpute : 


- For however that be, the thing it (elf is ſufficiently clear 


from many other places of Scripture. The whole Scope 

of the Parable of Dives and Lazarns 1s a convincing and 
undeniable Teſtimony. The Apoſtle St. Pal has afſur'd ke Ge 
us, that to depart out of this Life is to be with Chriſt, ; hit 2: 
and that to be at home in the Body, is to be abſent from the 23: 
Lord, and to be abſent from the Body, is to be preſent with *,* * 
the Lord. Which Places are fo clear, and full to the 
purpoſe, that more need not be added : And therefore, 

I ſhall now proceed to the _ of what I have 


aid, 
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faid, fo as to influence our general Relief 'and -Praſtice, 
and in particular to temper and allay our Grief, which 
this Mehancholy Solemnity 1s-ſo apt to excite in-us. And, 

1. From what has been faid, I might take occafion to 
ſhew the groſs abſurdity and falſhood of that conceit 
which ſome have entertain'd concerning the Sleep of the 
Soul, as they call it, ſuppoſing it in its ſeparate State in- 
tirely bereft, and ſtrip'd of all Vital Energy or Operation : 
Which how it can be 'reconal'd with thoſe Scriptures 
which aſſert the immediate Blefledneſs of the Saints de- 
parted, I cannot ſee , unlels a tate of 'perftect inadtivity, 
and ftupid ſenſle{ineſs, either 3s, or may be accounted a 
Bleſted State. 

2. I might likewiſe repreſent what a dire& contradi- 
&on the -Dodtrin of Purgatory, as it / is taught in the 
Church of Rome, is to the words of the Text. Says the 
Text, Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord : No, 
fays the Church of Rome, they are conlign'd for many 
Years (no body knows how many) to Purgatory, z. e. 
2s they explain themſelves to a place whole Tarments are 
very exquiſite, little leſs than the pains of Hell, .to ſuffer 
(as they ſpeak) the Temporal Puniſhment .of thoſe Sins, 


tor which they have not compleatly fatish'd in this Life. 


Can an immediate'reſt from their Labors, and ſuffering 
=_ exquiſite Pains and Torments conlilt together ? And 
1en, | 
3- From hence alſo, I might fhew how vain and uſe- 
&ſ$ it 1s,to pray for the Saints who are departed this Life. 
Their $ins and Sorrows areat an end, T hey reſt from their 
Pabours, They are Blefied,' and - wherein can cur Pray- 


ers Profit them ? Is it not abſurd to pray:for what they | 
'already enjoy? Tho' the:Words give juſt accalion to | 
diſcourſe upon all theſe things, yet I ſhall chooſe rather ! 


to in(iſt upon what isplainer, and more practical. And 


"i 
©, 
*, 
' 
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thercfore, 1. Are 8 
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x. Are they whodie in the Lord Bleſſed, from hence 
you ſee the great Neceſſity, the Reafonablenels. and Ad- 
vantages of Chriſtian Faith and Practice, What greater 
Motive and Incouragement to live well, than to be al- . 
fur'd that if we do fo, we ſhall be happy, by an abun- 
dant-entrance into the joy of our Lord. Bleffed are the 
Dead, fays the Text, but then it is with this ReſtriQtion, 
who die in the Lord. Which plainly ſhews, that Bleſſed- 
neſs appertains to then, to them alone, excluſively of all 
others. Unleſs we live the Life of the Righteous, it will 
be impofſable for ns to die the Death of the Righteous : 
Unleſs we live to the Lord,reſigning our Selves, Soul, Bo- 
dy and Spirit, intircly to his Will and Pleaſute, we can 
never die in the Lord, never die in his Favour, nor 
partake with him in his Glory. The conſtant exerciſe 
of Faith and good Works, will give us courage and con- 
fidence at the time of our diſffolution, and after death 
alſo. If theſe go before or accompany us, they will af- 
{ure our Hearts, and plead our Cauſe, and through the 
Merits of Chriſt, procure a full approbation, and an am- 

le reward. But without Holineſs no nian ſhall ſee the 
rd. Tribulation, Anguiſh, and Horror, and black 
invincible Deſpair will be the portion of the Ungodly 
after their Diflolution. The end of this life will be to 
- them, the beginning of a life of eternal Miſery and 
$ Torment. Impure, wicked Souls, will be fo far from 
* the end of their Labours, that they will juſt then, enter 
| upon Labours infinitely more vexatious and inſupporta- 
ble than any they groan'd under in this Life. Their 
Works, as well as, the Works of the Righteous will 
follow them into their future State : But for this reaſon. 
# to enhance and aggravate their Shatne and Miſery. For 
2 then the unreaſonableneſs, the folly and turpitude, and 
Sy horrid of 


= 
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horrid baſeneſs of their behaviour, will be repreſented 
to their guilty Minds, with fuch Force and Efficacy, and 
the impoſſibility of undoing their Evil Deeds, or making 
any Satisfaction for them, be ſo clearly impreſt upon 
them, that they will lie down 1n everlaſting Confuſion, 
Aſtoniſhment and Deſpair, expecting the Reſurre&tion 
of Damnation, and curling their own obſtinate Folly, 
as the only cauſe of their ruine. And fine it is thus, 
we plainly ſce how much it is our Duty, and our In- 
tereſt, to live in the ſincere Belief and Practice of our 
Holy Religion, that ſo at the time of our Diſſolution, 
we may receive the exceeding great, and glorious re- 
Ti wards of it. 
Si 2. From hence we nay draw a very powerful Argu- 
it ment to leſſen our Opinion of this World, and to ani- 
mate and fortiſie us againſt the fear of Death. What 
is there in this World that we ſhould be- over fond of 
it 2 What is there in Death that ſhould make us either 
afraid or unwilling to die? Is not this World a place 
| of Injuſtice and Violence, of Subtiltity and Deceit, full of 
{il noiſe and brawling, of Strife and Contention ? Are we 
not daily expos'd to Detrattion and Reproach ? The 
Peeviſhneſs of ſome, the Stubbornneſs of others, the Trea- 
chery and Ingratitude of Friends, the Hatred and Inju- 
rics of Enemies, the contempt of Superiors, the jealou- 
fie of Equals, the envy of the Meaner ſort, the different 
Humours, the divided and contrary Intereſts of thoſe we 
| converſe with, do -perplex, and almoſt diſtraft and 
| confound us : Are not our beſt Counſels too often re- 
| % Jetted, our faithfuleſt Reproof ſcorn'd, our welFlay'd 
i Deſigns defeated 2 Is not every thing ſubject to muta- 
i bility and a ground of Care and Vexation ? And ſince 
it 15 thus, ſince this 1s the State. #hie*Guiſe, and man- 
ner of this World, Why do we admire, and dote up- 
i on 


Joh. 5. 29- 
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on it > Why ſo unwilling to leave it? Eſpecially ſince 
Death will put an everlaſting end to all this Labour 
and Sorrow, and vexation of Spirit. Can a good Vian 


readily go to a worle place ? Can he loſe by the change 


of his Habitation ? No certiainly ! He will be an infinite 
gainer by it. Death removes him far above, from the 
wrath of Man, and the ſtrife of Tongues : above the 
Waves and'Winds, the Storms and Tempelſts, the Tof- 
fings and Inſtabilities of theſe Lower Regions ;, out of 
the reach either of Envy or Malice, Force or Subtilty : 
It delivers from all the tumult, diſorder and fury, and 
evil effefts either of our own, or other Mens Unrea- 
ſonable Appetites or Paſſions. Or, if it ſhould be ſaid, 
That Death do's deprive us of ſome things, which it muſt 
te confeſt, in a qualifi'd ſenſe, and in their due place, 
are valuable Bleſſings, things truly anuable and pleaſant : 
Yet at the ſame time, it puts us into the Poſſeſſion of 
greater Good Things, Pleaſures more Manly and Sub- 
ſtantial, Pure, Unmixt, Durable, Satisfying Pleaſures, 
ſuitable to our Natures, and commenſurate to the Capa- 
cities of our Souls. It tranſmits us to the Society of 
Saints and Angels, God and Chriſt, who are Friends in- 
deed, Faithful and never failing Friends : fills us with 
clear and conſtant Impreſſions of God's Love to us, and 
our Love to God, which is the higheſt pitch of Felici- 
ty. Why then do we fear Death, which puts us into- 
the Poſſeſſion of ſo many, ſo great and ineſtimable Pri- 
viledges ? Why do we not rather, with ſubmiſſion, af- 
pire after this Happy State ? A natural fear of Death, 'tis 
true, there will be ; this is hardly ever totally extirpated 
in the beſt: But I am ſure the Conſideration of that 
great Bleſſedneſs, which the Saints enjoy 1n their future. 
State, immediately upon the Diſſolution of Soul and Bo- 


dy, is ſufficient, to arm and fortifie good Men againſt . 


the 


- 
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the unreaſonable and immoderate fears of it ; and that is 
the thing I aim at. 

3. Laſtly, What has been aid is of great force, and 
ſingular uſe to temper, and nutigate our Sorrow, upon 
the Death of our Chriſtian Friends. To have little or 
no concern upon us, upon ſuch ſad Occaſions, 1s Unatu- 
ral, and more than Bruitiſh Stupidity : But to be over 
concern'd and exceſſive in our Grief 1s indecent, a thing 
unbecoming true Chriſtians. It becomes us, 1t 1s our: 
Duty to Mourn, but then, we muſt Mowurn as thoſe, which 
have Hope : Hope that our Friends are gone to their 
Reſt, and that we our ſelves, when our appointed time 
comes, ſhall reſt together with them, in a full aſſurance 
of a Glorious Reſurreftion to an Immortal Crown at the 
Laſt Day. 

Which brings me to the particular Application of what 
has been faid, to allay ' and mitigate the Sorrow, which 
this grave and mournful Solemnity excites in us ? 'Tis 
true, we have reafon to weep for our ſelves, in that we 
are depriv'd of ſo bright and noble a Pattern of una- 
ﬀet'd Picty and true Goodneſs, which our Deceas'd Siſter 
ſet before us. But our Loſs, is her Gain. There's no 
reaſon to weep upon her account : She is enter'd into 
her Reſt. - Her Sorrows are at an end, and her Joys be- 
Sun : Joys which are ſatisfying and will be Eternal, 
Fhis, I ſay, we have great reaſon to believe, as will ap- 
oy when I have laid ſomething of her true Character 

fore you. 

It pleas'd Almighty God, the Wife Author of our 
Beings, to bleſs her with an admirable Sagacity, and 
Is of Apprehenfion, a diſcerning Mind, and a 

ong Memory, which together with a ſerious and com- 
poſed frame and temper of Spirit, made her capable of 
receiving and "retaining the wiſeſt and beſt Inſtrufions, 
and 
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and fitted Her for an unaffected and rational Dcvotion, 
and thoſe great Excellencies and Perfections, our Hoty 


Religion was deſign'd to Inſpire and Work in us. 


Which 


advantages of nature were very early and happily improv'd 
by the pious Care of her tender Mother (a Lady of ſin- 
gular, 1 had almoſt ſaid innntable Vertues) and the joint 
endeavours of thoſe Incomparable Ladies, the Lady Not- 
tingham, and her Siſter the Lady Mary, whoſe Memory 


iS Honourable and Precious amongſt all thoſe who had 
the Honour and Happineſs, to be acquainted with 


them. 


Theſe; Excellent Ladies, from her Childhood Train'd 
her up in the Way ſhe ſhould go, and in her riper years, ſhe 
did not depart from it. Their Firſt and Principal Care, 
as it ought to be, was to ſow in her Heartthe Sceds of an 
early and ſincere Picty and Devotion towards God : to 
teach her the true knowledge of God, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, and her Duty to Him : to Inſpire her with an 
Awful Regard, to her Great Creator, and Merciful Re- 
deemer, and -her Infinite Obligations to them bath : 
and this, before ſhe could receive, or 1imbibe any Pre- 
judices which might occaſion any averſneſs or diſlike to 
Religious Meditations, and Exerciſe. Which being 
done, no Care was wanting, to let her ſoon into the Art 
of Civility, and all the Decencies of a Graceful and 
-——Genteel Behaviour, without any mixture of thoſe Im- 
pertinencies and Follies, which too often diſguiſe and 
ſhelter themſelves under that Amiable Name. The good 
Effets of which Pious Care and Pains appear'd in her 


whole Converſation. 


As for her Devotion towards God, nothing could be 
more Regular, Uniform, and Conſtant; both as to her 


Cloſet Retirements, and Publick Warſhip. 


Pleaſure nor Buſineſs could hinder it, becauſe to ve 
| me IG 


Neither 
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God was always her Chief Pleaſure, and Greateſt Buſi- 
neſs. Of her due Attendance upon the Publick Wor- 
ſhip, this is a Remarkable Inſtance, that ſhe was never 
known to onit any fit opportuputy of receiving the 
Holy Sacrament from the itxteenth Year of her Age : 
and would not go out-of the World without this «; - 
ticum, or as the Ancients ſometimes ſtile it, her q&gwarey 
& Jaxeolas, of Medicine of Immortality, which ſhe re- 
ceived frem the Hands of her truly Honourable Brother, 
with all becoming Seriouſneſs, Devotion, and Thank- 
falnefs.. Her Devotion was not made up of ſudden 
Heats and Raptures, Intermiſſtons and Pauſes; but was 
Steady, Judicious, and Rational, and Well Govern'd, 
free from . Oſtentation, Superſtition, and any affected 
Singularities: Which as it ſhew'd the Soundneſs of her 
fake, ſo it contribut'd to the Eaſe and Comfort of 
her Life, by delivering her from thoſe Vexatious, 
Doubts and Fears, and Scruples, which ſo often diſquiet, 


4 and torment weaker Minds. 
— None who knew her, but muſt be ſenſible of the Na- 


tive Sincerity, great nneſs, and Honeſt Plainneſs of 
her Heart : which made her always ſpeak as ſhe thought : 
which taught her to deſpiſe the Ditſimulation and Flat- 
teries of others, and to abhor the thoughts of Diſſem- 
bling with, or Flattering any with whom ſhe Con- 


—— versd. . 


Her Gratitude was Great and Exemplary towards all 
who had ſhewn any kindneſs to her. Eſpecially towards 
thoſe, who had charg'd themſelves with the Care of 
her. Education. She was ſo ſenſible of the great Advan- 
tages (he had receiv'd by it, that whenever ſhe menti- 
on'd their Names, which ſhe often did, ſhe did -it in 
fuch Terms and. Expreſſions as. imply'd the higheſt Re- 
ſpect, Honour, and Love to their Memory. ad 

wW 
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What an Admirable Inſtance was ſhe of a Selt-deny- 
ing Temper ! There was no preſent Satisf:ction fo great, 
which ſhe would not fore-gee, when to do it, would 
ſerve any Wiſe and better Purpoſe. Tho' ſhe long'd for 
nothing ſo much as'the Enjoyment of her Husband and 
Children in the privacies of her own Houle, yet this 
ſhe declin'd when ſhe was ſenſible ſhe could not gratife 
her own Inclinations, without being wanting to,an Ex- 
cellent Young Lady, who was left to her more imme- 
diate Care, and who, I doubt not, retains very Grateful 
RC —_ of her Love, and owes mych, to the Pious 
and Prudent Example and Inſtructions, which ſhe always 
laid before her. 

What an 1lluſtrious and Noble Pattern did ſhe ſct us 
of a great and generous Contempt of the Vain Pleaſures, 
and Uſeleſs Divertiſements,Fooliſh Mirth,and Impertinent 
Recreations, with which Youth is eſpecially Enfnar'd : 
(which have a tendency to corrupt the Mind,and bewitch 
and (teal away the Heart, and often prove of very Fatal 
Conſequente. ) And this when Youth and Opportunity 
conſpir'd to gratifie her in a high Degree. She was * 
always above them, they were either Inſipid or Diſtaſtful. 
She aſpir'd chiefly after the Pleaſures of Religion and 
Vertue, and a good Conſcience, which 15 a continual 
_ Feaſt. Theſe were more charming, ſenſible, and tran- 

ſporting Pleaſures. Not that ſhe was Cynical or Moroſe, 
Or an FEY to the Innocent Pleaſures of Converſation, 
or Cenforious of others, who took a greater liberty 


than ſhe indulg'd to her {&. 'Tis true, ſhe was not fond 
of theſe things, but yet made all reaſonable and fit al- 
lowances for others : ſhe ſometimes gave way, but 
when ſhe did, ſhe,kept the Reins in her Hands, and 
would not be prevail'd with to exceed the bounds of 
Modeſty and Sobricty. 


FV 
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Prov. 31. 
29, 


If we conſider her in her conjugal Relation, I had 
almoſt apply'd the words of the Wiſe Man, in the Cloſe 
of that Chapter, which ſhe ſo often made the Subject 
of her delightful Meditation, and daily Practice : Mar 
Daughters have done vertuouſly, but thou excelleſt them 1 
Never was any Wite, more tenderly Aﬀe&ionate to- 
wards her Husband, and more obſcquiouſly Obſervant 
of him, and rejoyc'd more in him, than ſhe did. She 
always ſuited her Carriage, with the greateſt Eaſe and 
Chearfulneſs, to the gravity of his Character and Sacred 
Fun&tion. Nay, ſhe has been often heard to ſpeak of 
it, as one of the greateſt Bleffings of her Life, that God 
in his wiſe and good Providence had ſo order'd it, that 
ſhe ſhould be a Clergy-man's Wite. And this ſhe did for 
that very reaſon, for which too many are ſo forward 
now a-days, to deſpiſe not only our Perſons but our 
Fundtion : becauſe it might be a check upon her, from 
that outward adorning, as St. Peter calls it, of plaiting the 
hair, and-wearing of gold, and putting on of apparel, and 
might be a more particular engagement, to put on that 
Modeſty, and-Gravity, and Sobriety, and Meekneſs, and 
Spiritual Ornaments, with which the Apoſtle requires the 
Wives of ſuch, who Miniſter in that Sacred Office, ſhould 
in a more particular manner Adorn themſelves. 


— As to her Converſation among her Neighbours, they 


muſt, and I am perſwaded will do her that right, as to” 
teſtifie, that it was very Kind and Courtcous towards all, 
Compaſſionate and Tender-hcarted towards them in their 
diſtreſs. She was faithful in her Friendſhip, unwearied 
in her Diligence, and prudent in her Conduct; her 
Speech was Savoury, and Pehaviour Graceful : ſhe was an 
Ornament and a Crown to her Husband, a Bleſſing to 
her Family, and whale Neighbourhcod, and a Pattern 
to her Sex, , 
I 
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If we take a view of her 1n her laſt lingring, tedious, 
and oftentimes painful Sickneſs, we have an 1lluſtrious 
example of the xlue Exerciſe of all thoſe Graces and 
Vertues which are peculiar and proper to ſuch a Condi- 
on , an invincible patience and fortitude of Mind, at- 
tended with a profound and intire Reſignation to the 
Will of God. She was never heard to complain or mur- 
mur: Was eafie in her ſelf and to thoſe about her, and 
; thankful for the aſſiſtance they gave her. Never cxpreſt 
f any great deſire of Life. I once heard her ſay, with grect 
modeſty and temper, ſhe ſhould have been glad, if it 
would have pleas'd God, to have entruſted her with the 
Education of her dear and hopeful Children, that ſhe 
might have taken the ſame Pious Care of them, which 
her Relations and Friends had done of her : however 
ſhe was content, knowing they were ſafe in the Hands 
of God, and committed them to his Good Providence, 
under the pious, affeCtionate, and prudent Care of her 
deareſt Husband, of which ſhe was intirely fatisfy'd. 
When ſhe had the quickeſt and moſt ſenſible Apprehenſt- 
ons of Death, ſhe .ſaid ſhe was neither afraid, nor un- 
willing to Die, having nothing upon her Mind to trou- 
ble her. How great an argument of Integrity and Inno- 


cence! Guilt, if there be any, uſually manifeſting itſelf at 
| ſach a time, in Perſons of Pious Principles and Education. 


Mc 
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| t ſhe could not charge her (elf. And it pleas'd our Wiſe 
| and Good God to reward her Innocence with a calm and 
comfortable Death. It pleas'd him to releaſe her out of 
the Troubles and Miſeries of this World, the laſt Lord's 
Day, with great hopes of keeping an Everlaſting Sabbath 
| with Him in that Glory which he has prepar'd for all 
thoſe who Love Him in Sincerity and Truth. _ 

And thus have 1 very imperfettly given you ſomething 
of the Character, and Converſation of that Excellent 
| D 2 Per- 


22 A Sermon at the Funeral of Y 


Perſon whoſe Remains are here before us. FI have not | 

been follicitious of any Method, or uſed any Art to 

deceive, and amperſwaded that nothing but meer Malice 

can acculc me of Inſlincerity or-#lattery : And the ſum 

of all is this, That our Deceas'd Siſter, was Ble(t with as 

many truly Ncble and Great Accompliſhments, and had 

as few defetts and imperfections as any of her Sex, and 

muſt be reckon'd amongſt the teſt and brighteſt Patterns 

: of a Refin'd and Exalted Virtue. q 

 _- And now ſto:ld not the Conſideration of fo Early T 
and Exemplary a Picty and true Goodneſs, which made 
her too good for this World, and qualified her for a 
better : incline us to wipe our Eyes, at leaſt not to Mourn 
immoderately at this our Loſs, which 1s her unſpeakable 
Gain. If Natural AﬀeGtion muſt, and will have a vent, 
yet we muſt govern it by Reaſon and Religion : We 
muſt remember what great and juſt Grounds we have to 
believe ſhe died in the Lord, and is Bleſſed in 2 reſt from 
her Labours, and that the happy Fruits, Effects, and Re- L 
ward of her Works follow Her, and muſt comfort our 
{clves with ſuch Conſiderations, 

Above all, ſince 1 the eſtabliſh'd Method of the Di- 
vine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, there's an impoſſibility ſhe 
ſhould return to us again, let us ſtrive fo to order our 
Converſation, that when our appointed time comes, we 
may go to her, and all our Chriſtian Friends, to the Ge- © 
eral Aſſembly of Saints, and Spirits of juſt Men made 
perfe#, without any future poſſibility of ever parting | 
with them again : and give me leave to ſay, that the | 
beſt and kindeſt thing we can do to the Memory of our 
departed Friends 1s to Copy after them, to Tranſcribe 
their Piety and Goodneſs into our own Practice. To 
imitate their Virtues 1s moſt Honourable to them, and | 
Profitable to our ſelves : this ſhews a true Love and Va- 
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lae for them, and will at length Tranſmit us to them 
again, where we ſhall partake with them in their 
Bleſſedneſs. If amongſt them there be 7 «i22-a5, any 
ſenſe or knowledge ,of our Afﬀairs, we can do nothing 
ſo Grateful, and Delightful to them. By ſo doing we 
ſtand up in their Room, and ſupply their Places, 
and preſent and future Generations will call Us, as 
well as Them Bleſſed ; and we ſhall enter into our 
Reſt, as they have entrd into theirs, and be for ever 
with the Lord. Amen. 
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